
Uzbekistan

Geography

Location: Central Asia, north of Afghanistan

Area:
total area: 447,400 sq km
land area: 425,400 sq km

Land boundaries: total 6,221 km, Afghanistan 137 km, Kazakhstan
2,203 km, Kyrgyzstan 1,099 km, Tajikistan 1,161 km, Turkmenistan
1,621 km

Coastline: 0 km
note: Uzbekistan borders the Aral Sea (420 km)

Maritime claims: none; landlocked



Climate: mostly midlatitude desert, long, hot summers, mild winters;
semiarid grassland in east

Terrain: mostly flat-to-rolling sandy desert with dunes; broad, flat
intensely irrigated river valleys along course of Amu Darya and
Sirdaryo Rivers; Fergana Valley in east surrounded by mountainous
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan; shrinking Aral Sea in west

Natural resources: natural gas, petroleum, coal, gold, uranium,
silver, copper, lead and zinc, tungsten, molybdenum

Land use:
arable land: 10%
permanent crops: 1%
meadows and pastures: 47%
forest and woodland: 0%
other: 42%

Irrigated land: 41,550 sq km (1990)

Environment:
current issues: drying up of the Aral Sea is resulting in growing
concentrations of chemical pesticides and natural salts; these
substances are then blown from the increasingly exposed lake bed
and contribute to desertification; water pollution from industrial



wastes and the heavy use of fertilizers and pesticides is the cause
of many human health disorders; increasing soil salinization; soil
contamination from agricultural chemicals, including DDT

Note: landlocked

People

Population: 23,089,261 (July 1995 est.)

Age structure:
0-14 years: 40% (female 4,553,432; male 4,670,496)
15-64 years: 55% (female 6,400,578; male 6,384,862)
65 years and over: 5% (female 656,933; male 422,960) (July 1995
est.)

Population growth rate: 2.08% (1995 est.)

Birth rate: 29.45 births/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Death rate: 6.44 deaths/1,000 population (1995 est.)



Net migration rate: -2.23 migrant(s)/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Infant mortality rate: 52 deaths/1,000 live births (1995 est.)

Life expectancy at birth:
total population: 68.79 years
male: 65.5 years
female: 72.24 years (1995 est.)

Total fertility rate: 3.67 children born/woman (1995 est.)

Nationality:
noun: Uzbek(s)
adjective: Uzbek

Ethnic divisions: Uzbek 71.4%, Russian 8.3%, Tajik 4.7%, Kazakh
4.1%, Tatar 2.4%, Karakalpak 2.1%, other 7%

Religions: Muslim 88% (mostly Sunnis), Eastern Orthodox 9%,
other 3%

Languages: Uzbek 74.3%, Russian 14.2%, Tajik 4.4%, other 7.1%

Literacy:



total population: 97%
male: 98%
female: 96%

Government

Names:
conventional long form: Republic of Uzbekistan
conventional short form: Uzbekistan
local long form: Uzbekiston Respublikasi
former: Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic

Type: republic

Capital: Tashkent (Toshkent)

Independence: 31 August 1991 (from Soviet Union)

National holiday: Independence Day, 1 September (1991)

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal



Flag: three equal horizontal bands of blue (top), white, and green
separated by red fimbriations with a crescent moon and 12 stars in
the upper hoist-side quadrant

Economy

Overview: Uzbekistan is a dry, landlocked country of which 10%
consists of intensely cultivated, irrigated river valleys. It is one of the
poorest states of the former USSR with 60% of its population living
in overpopulated rural communities. Nevertheless, Uzbekistan is
the world's third largest cotton exporter, a major producer of gold
and natural gas, and a regionally significant producer of chemicals
and machinery.

Industries: textiles, food processing, machine building, metallurgy,
natural gas

Agriculture: cotton, vegetables, fruits, grain, livestock



Illicit drugs: illicit cultivator of cannabis and opium poppy; mostly for
CIS consumption; limited government eradication programs; used
as transshipment point for illicit drugs to Western Europe

Transportation

Railroads:
total: 3,460 km in common carrier service; does not include
industrial lines

Highways:
total: 78,400 km

Pipelines: crude oil 250 km; petroleum products 40 km; natural gas
810 km (1992)

Ports: Termiz

Airports:
total: 261



Defence Forces

Branches: Army, Air and Air Defence, Republic Security Forces
(internal and border troops), National Guard
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